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The Power of One

The integration of Little Rock Central started a movement that spread 
all over the country. 

At the time, New York and Chicago schools were segregated too. 
Now, we have got Black mayors in so many big cities. 

And it all started with the desegregation of a school. 

Daisy Bates, 1984
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Little Rock Nine
Why do you think the Superintendent for Schools would only choose (Carlotte) Walls to attend 

Little Rock Central High School? 



US Black History

Blacks were brought in Americas as slaves and lived subordinate lives in USA 
until the Emancipation Proclamation by Lincoln in 1863 (during the Civil War, 

1861-1865).

After the civil war, Reconstruction era began to coordinate transition from 
slavery to freedom by redressing the inequities of slavery. Thirteenth and 

Fourteenth Amendments were passed. 
[Civil Rights bill was passed in 1866, but vetoed. Became a law in 1875, but effectively 

nullified in 1883 by Supreme Court. The ruling remained in force until the same 
Supreme Court nullified it by upholding the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (i.e, 99 years after 

the Civil War ended). The second Reconstruction began almost 100 years after the end 
of the Civil War.]

In 1878, US Supreme Court ruled on Hall v. DeCuir case, and all but endorsed 
segregation (at least on public transport), and paved the way to the infamous 

1896 Plessy v Ferguson ruling (which constituionalised segregation). 

Civil Rights movement started in 1950s, especially after lynching of Emmett 
Till in Mississippi in 1955.
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Black Codes
1866 - 1954

The Black Codes, sometimes called the Black Laws, were laws which 
governed the conduct of African Americans (both free and freedmen). 
In 1832, James Kent wrote that "in most of the United States, there is a 

distinction in respect to political privileges, between free white persons and 
free colored persons of African blood; and in no part of the country do the 

latter, in point of fact, participate equally with the whites, in the exercise of 
civil and political rights."

Although Black Codes existed before the Civil War and although many 
Northern states had them, the Southern U.S. states codified such laws in 

everyday practice. 
The best known of these laws were passed by Southern states in 1865 and 

1866, after the Civil War, in order to restrict African Americans' freedom, and 
in order to compel them to work for either low or no wages.
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Jim Crow Laws
1877 - 1954

In 1877 the Supreme Court ruled in Hall v. DeCuir that states could not 
prohibit segregation on common carriers such as railroads, streetcars, or 

riverboats. 

In the Civil Rights Cases of 1883, the court overturned key elements of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1875, thereby sanctioning the notion of 

“separate but equal” facilities and transportation for the races. 

Seven years later the court approved a Mississippi statute requiring 
segregation on intrastate carriers in Louisville, New Orleans & Texas 

Railway v. Mississippi (1890). 

As those cases demonstrated, the court essentially acquiesced in the South’s 
“solution” to the problems of race relations.
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Civil Rights Movement

The civil rights movement was a nonviolent social movement and campaign 
from 1954 to 1968 in the United States to abolish legalized racial 

segregation, discrimination, and disenfranchisement in the country. 

The movement had its origins in the Reconstruction era during the late 19th 
century and had its modern roots in the 1940s, although the movement made 

its largest legislative gains in the 1960s after years of direct actions 
and grassroots protests. 

The social movement's major nonviolent resistance and civil 
disobedience campaigns eventually secured new protections in federal 

law for the civil rights of all Americans.
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Plessy v Ferguson (1896, May 18)
Separate but Equal Decision

The Plessy v. Ferguson Supreme Court decision of 1896 confirmed the "separate but 
equal" legal doctrine by allowing state-sponsored segregation. Though segregation 
laws existed before that case, the decision emboldened segregation states during 

the Jim Crow era, which had commenced in 1876, and supplanted the Black Codes, 
which restricted the civil rights and civil liberties of African Americans during the 

Reconstruction era (1865-1877).

US Supreme Court upheld the lower court's decision by stating since the separate 
cars provided equal services, the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment 

was not violated. Thus, the "separate but equal" legal doctrine became the 
constitutional basis for segregation.

Segregation Becomes Constitutional! 
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Plessy v Ferguson (1896, May 18)

130 years after Homer Plessy was ejected from a 
whites-only train and triggered the “separate but 
equal” Supreme Court ruling that enshrined him in 
history, he was finally pardoned in 2022. Down across 
the years the infamous Plessy v. Ferguson decision of 
1896 symbolized segregation and stood as law until 
Brown v. Board of Education in 1954. 

The sole dissent was by Justice John Marshall Harlan, 
a Kentucky native and Civil War veteran, who 

famously declared, “Our Constitution is color blind.”

Plessy’s train-car protest presaged Rosa Park’s 
refusal to give up her bus seat to a white passenger 
in Montgomery, Ala., in 1955, but where she became 
revered in civil rights lore, he all but vanished into 
obscurity, his name synonymous with an odious 
Supreme Court ruling. 

Separate but Equal Decision
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Plessy v Ferguson (1896, May 18)
Legacy
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Plessy v Ferguson (1896, May 18)
Legacy
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Plessy v Ferguson (1896, May 18)
Legacy
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Separate but Equal
Really?

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


Separate but Equal
Really?
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Separate but Equal
Still Going in 1958?
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Brown v BoE (1954, May 17)
A combination of five cases
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Brown v BoE (1954, May 17)
Supreme Court Ruling: 9-0
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Brown v BoE (1954, May 17)
Supreme Court Ruling: 9-0
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Brown v BoE (1954, May 17)
Supreme Court Ruling: 9-0

On May 17, 1954, the Supreme Court of the United States 
unanimously ruled that segregation in public schools is 
unconstitutional. The Court said, “separate is not equal,” and 
segregation violated the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment.

Segregation Becomes Unconstitutional! 
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Brown v BoE (1954, May 17)
Supreme Court Ruling: 9-0

Segregation Becomes Unconstitutional! 
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Brown v BoE (1954, May 17)
Supreme Court Ruling: 9-0
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Brown v BoE (1954, May 17)
Supreme Court Ruling: 9-0

Students and their parents who initiated the landmark Civil Rights lawsuit 'Brown V Board of Education,' 

Topeka, Kansas, 1953. 

Pictured are, front row, from left, students, Vicki Henderson, Donald Henderson, Linda Brown, James 

Emanuel, Nancy Todd, and Katherine Carper; back row, from left, parents Zelma Henderson, Oliver 

Brown, Sadie Emanuel, Lucinda Todd, and Lena Carper (Photo by Carl Iwasaki/The LIFE Images 
Collection via Getty Images). Source: https://www.naacpldf.org/brown-vs-board   
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Brown v BoE (1954, May 17)
Supreme Court Ruling: 9-0
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Brown v BoE (1954, May 17)
Supreme Court Ruling: 9-0
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1956, February 8
Aaron v. Cooper

In January 1956, 27 Black students attempted to enroll for the second semester at 
Central High, Little Rock Technical High, Forest Heights Junior High and Forest Park 

Elementary School. They were refused enrollment by the school district, prompting a 
lawsuit by 12 Black parents and the NAACP. 

The case uses the names William Cooper, president of the Little Rock School District 
Board, and John Aaron, the first listed student of the twelve. 

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


1956, March 11
Southern Manifesto

19 US Senators and 82 Representatives from the Southern US signed a 

manifesto in opposition to racial integration of public places. 

The document denounces the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on 

integration in education and encouraging Southern states to resist 

desegregation.

The Southern Manifesto accused the Supreme Court of "clear abuse of 

judicial power" and promised to use "all lawful means to bring about a 

reversal of this decision which is contrary to the Constitution and to 

prevent the use of force in its implementation."

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
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1957, September 3
Little Rock Central High

The Mothers' League held a sunrise service at the school on September 3 
as a protest against integration. 

But that afternoon, federal judge Ronald Davies issued a ruling that 
desegregation would continue as planned the next day.

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
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1957, September 3
Little Rock Central High



1957, September 4
Little Rock Central High

On Governor's orders, Arkansas National Guard is protecting 
2000 white students from the harm of nine Black kids!
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On Governor's orders, Arkansas National Guard is protecting 
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1957, September 4
Little Rock Central High

On Governor's orders, Arkansas National Guard is protecting 
2000 white students from the harm of nine Black kids!
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1957, September 4
Little Rock Central High

On Governor's orders, Arkansas National Guard is protecting 
2000 white students from the harm of nine Black kids!

https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/the-1957-crisis-at-central-high.htm
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1957, September 4
Little Rock Central High

https://www.life.com/history/little-rock-nine-1957-photos/




Photo by Will Counts
Winner of 1958 Pulitzer Prize
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1957, September 4
Little Rock Central High

Photo by Will Counts
Winner of 1958 Pulitzer Prize
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https://www.nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/national-museum-american-history-showcase-little-rock-nine-memorabilia-n511391


1957, September 14
Little Rock to Rhode Island

See also: 
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1957, September 20
Judge Davies' Order

On Sept. 20, 1957, Judge Ronald Davies granted an injunction against Faubus, ruling the 
governor had exceeded his authority in obstructing the School Board's plan and ordered the 

integration of Central High School to proceed.

Judge Davies ordered the National Guard be removed from Little Rock and he replaced them 
with the police.
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1957, September 23
Little Rock Central High

Police are in charge to ensure integration happens, but they 
cannot control the mob
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1957, September 23
Little Rock Central High
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1957, September 23
President Issues an Executive Order
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1957, September 23
Screaming Eagles are in Town
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1957, September 25
Little Rock Central High
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1957, September 25
Little Rock Central High

https://www.npca.org/articles/3349-9-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-little-rock-nine


1957/58 School Year
Warriors Don't Cry

The Book
Warriors Don't Cry 

The Searing Memoir of the Battle to Integrate Little Rock's Central High

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


Plessy vs. Ferguson
Supreme Court Case

Racial Segregation Constitutional

Brown vs. Board of Education
Supreme Court Case

Racial Segregation Unconstitutional
(14th Amendment)

1896 1954 1955

Arkansas School 
Board 
adopts gradual 
integration 
beginning 
September 1957

Melba volunteers 
to enter Central 
High School

Arkansas Governor Orval Faubus orders 
National Guard to block Little Rock Nine from

Central High School

1957
(4 September)

Eisenhower sends 101st Airborne Division 
to Escort the Little Rock Nine

1957
(25 September)

1957-1958

Central High 
School Experiences

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND
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“We were children…”
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THEMES
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Ostracization
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Religion
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1958/59 School Year
The Lost Year

What is Next?
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1958, September 12
Cooper v. Aaron
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1957, September 28
Little Rock, AR
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1958, September 27
Little Rock, AR

In the five Deep South states, every single one of 1.4 million 
Black schoolchildren attended segregated schools until the fall of 
1960. By the start of the 1964-65 school year, less than 3% of the 
South’s African American children attended school with white 
students, and in Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Mississippi, and 
South Carolina that number remained substantially below 1%.
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The Role Women Played
Little Rock Central High Crisis
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See also: 
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The Legacy
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The Legacy



A Picture from Little Rock Central High School in 1987 (30th Anniversary)  

The Legacy
30 Years Later at Central High School
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The Legacy
40 Years Later at Central High School

President Clinton holds the door open to Central High School 
and greets Elizabeth Eckford as she enters the school
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The Legacy
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Little Rock Central High School, 1500 S Little Rock Nine Way, Little Rock, AR 72202, United States
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The Legacy
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https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/media/little-rock-nine-way-18392/
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/The_Power_of_One/ssCeZGXkR_UC?hl=en&gbpv=0


Address:
Little Rock Central High School, 1500 S Little Rock Nine Way, Little Rock, AR 72202, United States
https://goo.gl/maps/x8KiDSX7TmBaePWQ7 

Members of the Little Rock Nine at the dedication of Little Rock Nine 
Way; September 25, 2022. (Left to right): Minnijean Brown Trickey, 
Ernest Green, Elizabeth Eckford, Gloria Ray Karlmark, and Terrence 
Roberts

The Legacy

https://goo.gl/maps/x8KiDSX7TmBaePWQ7
https://archive.org/details/colrar-Little_Rock_Nine_Way_Street_Renaming_September_25_2022.
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/media/little-rock-nine-way-18392/
https://www.redfin.com/AR/Little-Rock/1417-Little-Rock-Nine-Way-72202/home/81382274
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/media/little-rock-nine-way-18392


The Legacy

https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/little-rock-central-high-school-national-historic-site-5423/


The LegacyAs a reminder of their bravery, a Commemorative Garden 
adjacent to the school features nine benches, nine trees, 

concrete arches and a photographic history inlaid on brick

https://www.bing.com/maps?osid=25281b5e-fcf4-4124-a969-a49438541e37&cp=34.738571~-92.30301&lvl=17&imgid=11c8c672-b14c-466d-92d1-1379580671de&v=2&sV=2&form=S00027
https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-arkansas-little-rock-central-high-school-national-historic-site-commemorative-50657154.html


The Legacy

https://shop.capstonepub.com/library/products/little-rock-girl-1957-1/
https://www.bing.com/maps?osid=e0c64a83-0861-44c0-873a-c8f06344468e&cp=34.746348~-92.293861&lvl=17.60876&pi=0&imgid=728d788a-2962-479f-91ba-abd80590859f&v=2&sV=2&form=S00027
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ygksqsnnYCM/T3SPnsOdOFI/AAAAAAAAEWg/LHjU6JcLZx4/s1600/Central+High+School,+Little+Rock+046.JPG


The Legacy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYewH93z5WM


The Legacy

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/The_Power_of_One/ssCeZGXkR_UC?hl=en&gbpv=0


The Legacy

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/The_Power_of_One/ssCeZGXkR_UC?hl=en&gbpv=0


The Legacy

https://shop.capstonepub.com/library/products/little-rock-girl-1957-1/


http://1.bp.blogspot.com/__d6xiQOU_L4/S-4L_R8X9uI/AAAAAAAANcI/6ZLx2-ZUqOM/s1600/P3040002.JPG


https://aymag.com/arkansas-civil-rights-trail-2/
https://shop.capstonepub.com/library/products/little-rock-girl-1957-1/


The Warriors

https://heritagesart.com/products/little


Books by Little Rock Nine

https://www.worstfirstday.com/
https://books.google.bf/books?id=L4xzLsdqr-4C
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/The_Power_of_One/ssCeZGXkR_UC?hl=en&gbpv=0
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/The_Long_Shadow_of_Little_Rock/ciVLCgAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0


A Documentary History of Little Rock Crisis



Black History Month 2023 - Celebrating Our Sisters

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
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