
School of Life Sciences, Pharmacy & Chemistry
29 Jan 2019

Publishing in Biomedical Sciences

Mehmet Tevfik DORAK, MD PhD 

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


Introduction to Publishing and Current Controversies

Why/What/Where/How 

Journal metrics 

Frequently asked questions

Where not to publish 

Additional resources

Outline

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


Commercial and society publishers with subscription-based 
revenue models

Open access (OA) publishers with publication fee-based revenue 
models

(immediate OA; hybrid model; OA with delay) 

Publication Types

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


Growth of Open Access (by Type of Open Access)

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-05191-0
https://www.nature.com/magazine-assets/d41586-018-05191-0/d41586-018-05191-0.pdf


Pre-print services like 

University repositories like 

ResearchGate / Directly from the authors 

Pirate websites that break any paywall like Sci-Hub 

Isn't Everything Almost Open Access Already?

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://www.biorxiv.org/
https://eprints.kingston.ac.uk/


Issues with Traditional Publishers

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://www.the-scientist.com/the-nutshell/sweden-cancels-agreement-with-elsevier-over-open-access-64405
https://www.the-scientist.com/the-nutshell/sweden-cancels-agreement-with-elsevier-over-open-access-64405
https://www.the-scientist.com/the-nutshell/sweden-cancels-agreement-with-elsevier-over-open-access-64405
https://www.the-scientist.com/the-nutshell/sweden-cancels-agreement-with-elsevier-over-open-access-64405


Issues with Traditional Publishers

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/features/plan-s-how-important-open-access-publishing


Issues with Traditional Publishers

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-05191-0
https://www.nature.com/magazine-assets/d41586-018-05191-0/d41586-018-05191-0.pdf


For a biomedical sciences academic, the motto is: 

Publish or Perish!

This has created a push for publications and for a lot of new 
publishers and publications 

Why Publish?

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


What to Publish?

In biomedical sciences, the preference is for:

Original peer-reviewed research papers in recognised academic journals

followed by:
Any other paper (see next slide) in academic journals

Academic textbooks (course books) 
Academic books 

Book chapters 

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


Where to Publish?

For a biomedical scientist, the preference is to publish in: 

A recognised academic journal 
(using an acceptable peer-review system and listed in PubMed)

Open access publication is a recent trend

Established open access publishers are: 

Public Library of Science (PLoS) 
Biomed Central (BMC) 

Frontiers 

Most of the established journals also have an open access option

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


PubMed

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed

Has its criteria for inclusion

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed


PubMed

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Dorak+MT


ISI Web of Science

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
http://mjl.clarivate.com/


Journal Search Engines

PubMed
Ovid

Web of Science
ScienceDirect

Scopus
Cochrane Library
Google Scholar

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://www.healthwriterhub.com/medical-journal-search-engines/
https://www.healthwriterhub.com/medical-journal-search-engines/


Where to Publish?

For a biomedical scientist, the preference is to publish in: 

A recognised academic journal 
(using an acceptable peer-review system and listed in PubMed)

Open access publication is a recent trend

Established open access publishers are: 

Public Library of Science (PLoS) 
Biomed Central (BMC) 

Frontiers 

Most established journals also have an open access option, 
and even more offer green open access 

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


Where to Publish?

Open access publication is ideal but, you have to pay for it

Beware of Predator Journals all of which are open access

Check if the journal you are interested in is in 
• The Directory of Open Access Journals 
• The Predator Journals / Publishers List

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


Where to Publish?

Another trend is to choose a journal based on its 
Journal Impact Factor or other metrics 

This is a metric based on the number of citations of 
the papers a journal publishes

There are other metrics used to assess the journals’ academic standing   

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


Journal Metrics

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
http://guides.library.jhu.edu/metrics/journal-metrics


Journal Metrics
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http://guides.library.jhu.edu/metrics/journal-metrics


Journal Metrics
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https://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/measuring-a-journals-impact


Journal Metrics
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https://journalmetrics.scopus.com/


Journal Metrics
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https://www.scimagojr.com/


Journal Metrics

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://www.scimagojr.com/
https://www.scimagojr.com/journalsearch.php?q=19700187607&tip=sid&clean=0


Journal Metrics

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://www.scimagojr.com/
https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php?category=3315
https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php?category=3315


ORCID

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://orcid.org/


Publons

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://publons.com/home


How to Publish?

Each journal has its own set of Instructions for Authors

Lancet
http://www.thelancet.com/lancet/information-for-authors

Nature
https://www.nature.com/nature/for-authors

BMJ
http://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors

BJN
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-

nutrition/information/instructions-contributors

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
http://www.thelancet.com/lancet/information-for-authors
https://www.nature.com/nature/for-authors
http://www.bmj.com/about-bmj/resources-authors
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-nutrition/information/instructions-contributors


How to Publish?

Steps in publishing a journal article:  

(initial inquiry; invitation)
Submission 

Editorial assessment 
Initial decision

Peer review
Editorial decision / transfer 

Revision
Copy editing 
Production
Publication 

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


How to Publish?

Steps in publishing a book:  

(initial inquiry; invitation)
Initial proposal and review

Preparation
Editorial review

Peer-review (if lucky)

Submission 
Editorial assessment 

Copy editing
Revision

Production (artwork)

Publication 

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


Post-publication
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https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/journal-author/journal-author-helpdesk/after-publication
https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/journal-author/journal-author-helpdesk/after-publication


Frequently Asked Questions

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/journal-author/frequently-asked-questions/3832
https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/journal-author/frequently-asked-questions/3832
https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/journal-author


Related Issues

Authorship

Peer review and reviewers 

Dealing with rejection 

Ethical issues and misconduct 

Copyright and pirate copies

Editing a book / authoring a book 

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/


Where NOT to Publish

The Journal to which you are going to submit should be listed in PubMed and/or 
DOAJ, and NOT listed in predatory journals list. Its publisher should NOT be in 

predatory publishers list.

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://beallslist.weebly.com/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed
https://doaj.org/
https://beallslist.weebly.com/standalone-journals.html
https://beallslist.weebly.com/


Where NOT to Publish

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://www.nature.com/news/predatory-journals-recruit-fake-editor-1.21662
https://www.nature.com/news/predatory-journals-recruit-fake-editor-1.21662


Where NOT to Publish

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Predatory_open-access_publishing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Predatory_open-access_publishing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Predatory_open-access_publishing
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/aug/10/predatory-publishers-the-journals-who-churn-out-fake-science


Additional Resources

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/10-things-you-need-to-know-about-the-publishing-process
http://www.springer.com/gb/book/9789811047190
http://www.springer.com/gb/book/9789811047190
http://www.springer.com/gb/book/9789811047190
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/10-things-you-need-to-know-about-the-publishing-process
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