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Without Critical Thinking

… You tend to adopt ideologies rather than information

… You tend to believe fake news / misinformation

… You just convey memorised pieces of information rather 
than critically processed and synthesised information 

(guess which one is more valuable!)
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What is Critical Thinking?

Eight Standards of Critical Thinking 

Clarity
Accuracy
Precision
Relevance

Depth
Breadth

Logic
Fairness

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/course-design-ideas/unlocking-mystery-critical-thinking/


 Critical thinking is not only one of the most demanded skills 
in the job market; it assists us to avoid deceitful influences of 

fake news, frauds, demagoguery, propaganda, and so on. 

There is always a high chance that we can be the victims of 
disinformation if not aware. There is a noteworthy list of 

objective and evidence-oriented websites that detect fake 
news and political rumors.

What is Critical Thinking?
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Critical Thinking Skills

Interpreting data

Applying facts and principles

Logical reasoning 
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Critical Thinking Skills
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Critical Thinking
How Can You Check Yourself?
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If I had to choose one general characteristic that cuts across smart people it would 

be scepticism - the ability to ask oneself and others if the conclusions and data are 

correct. Smart people silently or openly say, “What is the evidence for this or that 

idea? Why should I believe this? Are there other explanations for the data? Is there 

another way to explain the data? What do you mean when you say this?” If you 

routinely ask such questions, even when dealing with subjects out of your own area 

of expertise, you will be well off. Certainly, this is true in the political arena. We have 

just had a terrible brouhaha -fiasco, is more like it -over the war in Iraq.

Critical Thinking
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Critical Thinking at Job Interviews

Don't be obsessed with 'threshold qualities' (*) that are 
the minimum requirements to be eligible for a job; 

it is 'sine non qua' qualities, the indispensable and essential 
ones, that will get you the job (and a good job).

Critical thinking, problem solving, and creativity are the most 
important 'sine non qua' qualities.

  (*) A good degree / transcript (all applicants will have these)
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Critical Thinking at Job Interviews

Think fast: what do graduate recruitment tests actually involve?
Having taken several of the bespoke tests that firms are now using to put their graduate 
applicants through their paces, it’s probably fair to say that I shouldn’t give up the day job.
But I suspect that I am not the only degree-holder who would struggle: the tests assess 
skills rather different from those required to pass university exams. Some questions 
involve numbers, shapes or text, but all are broadly designed to gauge mental agility. In 
abstract reasoning tests, for example, a typical question features a sequence of shapes, 
which you are asked to continue. Circle, square, circle, square: what next? That’s easy – 
but the patterns quickly get a lot more complex than that.
Another spatial reasoning test designed for recruiters by specialist firm Saville 
Assessments involves rotating 3D shapes in your head to see which is the odd one out. 
Meanwhile, a verbal reasoning section requires you to speed-read a passage about eating 
habits – putting any emotional or critical reaction out of your mind – and then click on the 
best summary of it, or choose the best synonym to replace a word. Worryingly for a 
journalist, I completely flunk error-checking, which involves scanning a spreadsheet at a 
furious pace.
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Critical Thinking at Job Interviews

It is the rapid-fire nature of the tests that most distinguishes them from university work. 
You rarely have more than 30 seconds to answer a question; in some cases, you have little 
more than 10 seconds. It’s a different form of mental activity from, say, crafting 
a dissertation over many months.
But perhaps the skills that these tests assess – can you quickly skim a paragraph or a 
screen of numbers, and then fire off an acceptable answer? – are more useful
in the modern, time-pressed office than the sustained thought that higher education is 
supposed to -inculcate.
That said, it is important to note that the tests aren’t used in isolation. Situational 
judgement tests, where applicants are presented with a real-world dilemma, are also 
increasingly in vogue. A candidate might be asked, for instance, how they would handle a 
situation in which a more senior colleague was suddenly called away and they were left 
having to meet clients. Given a list of five choices, 'there’s probably an ideal answer', but 
it’s 'quite nuanced'.
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Critical Thinking: Recommended Books

and more ……..
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