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Part I  

Why is the HLA complex so complex?  
 

What are the unique characteristics of the HLA 
complex?  

 

Immune and non-immune components of the HLA 
complex 

 

Part II  

Clinical utility of HLA typing  
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Heterozygosity  for the susceptibility haplotype  

did not  have an effect  

Inbred mouse strains are homozygous  for H - 2 haplotypes  



 Why is There an HLA Association  

in Almost Any Disease?  

The very first MHC association was with leukemia in mice (1964) 

and with Hodgkin disease in humans (1967) 

Many cancers show associations and some (NPC) even show 

linkage to MHC 

CAH and HH genes were first located in and around HLA by 

association studies 

Autoimmune disorders and infectious diseases show the 

strongest associations  

Besides, sarcoidosis, birth weight, obesity, long QT syndrome 

and many others show associations with HLA alleles or 

haplotypes 
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